The Story of British Diplomacy
Dum-Durn expanding bullet Is it possible to record some analogous concessions to the moral law in the international practices of peace? What arc the facts? To-day, as much as in the time of Chatham, despatches are systematically intercepted in the post by Continental powers. In all countries, too, telegrams from abroad which appear to be possibly political are at once submitted to the executive. Thus, if England wants to convey anything- indirectly to the French or German Government, no cipher is used; the information is telegraphed, without any attempt at disguise, to an English official at an agreed address abroad. As for secret treaties and the whole machinery of deception implied by them, these things have now gone out of fashion, for the simple reason that they are no longer possible. The: last instance of a compact of this kind was the re-enyajjfe-ment treaty by which Prince Bismarck virtually upset the Triple Alliance after his consent to it had been extorted from him. As for the Triple Alliance itself, that has never been a matter of diplomatic confidence. Such privacy is impossible in the case of anything to which Italy is a party. In 1878, the Anjjlo-Turkish arrangement about Cyprus was made on the eve of a conference and could only remain confidential for three weeks. It was accompanied by several other arrangements of a like kind, notably those relating to Austria's position in Bosnia. Governments exchange confidential letters. England and Italy have done so on two occasions on subjects of common interest, such as the maintenance of the status quo in the Mediterranean. But since 1878, no really secret treaty has been executed. Parliaments are now active. A country
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